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HERE WILL BE no New Deal in 
"| Americ unless we genuinely desire 

it, plan for it, sacrifice and labor 

for it. Fortunately most people today 

are dissatisfied with conditions. They are 

eager to cooperate with plans which will 

pattern our world into a more livable 

place. They know that none of us has 

security unless all of us have security; 
they are beginning to realize the mean- 

ing of the old phrase that ““No man liveth 

unto himself.” 
This desire for security accepts the 

old doctrines of liberty and equality on 

which our nation was built, but also 

recognizes the need to restore those ideals 

in terms of today’s life—in terms of a 

new and bewildering age of unemploy- 

ment, uncertainty, rapid change, and de- 

pendence on each other. 

It is not easy to restate our historic 
goals in terms of today’s needs. Try it for 

yourself. Let every student and teacher 

ask himself: What kind of a country do 

I want? What are the principles and pur- 
poses around which I would build were 

it within my power to lead America for- 
ward? If I had an opportunity such as 

the colonists or the pioneers had, to build 

a society, what kind of a civilization 

would I pattern?” 

It was this question which a committee 
of the National Education Association 
was seeking to answer when it formulated 

ten social economic goals for America. 

|See THE JOURNAL for January 1934, 

p5-12.] These goals restate America’s 

historic ideals in terms of ten simple 

human rights to which every individual 
is entitled in the New Age. 

These goals may well form the basis 
of civic and economic study in every 
school in America. Encourage young 

people to study these goals in relation to 

their own homes, their neighborhoods, 

and the industries and enterprises of 
their communities. Is there security or 

lack of it? Order or disorder? Fair play 
or control by a few? 

The next question follows logically 

from the first: What can we do about it? 
Under each goal let the student ask him- 
self what he can do to bring about its 

realization in his community, state, na- 
tion, and world. During American Educa- 

tion Week let parent-teacher associations 
and other civic groups study the goals in 

relation to community needs and ideals. 

A Bill of Rights for the New Age 
{1] Hereditary strength—every- 

one has a right to be wellborn and 
under conditions which will con- 
serve his innate strengths and ca- 
pacities. 

In considering this goal, think of such ques- 
tions as these: What instruction does your 
school give in homemaking, choosing a mate, 
rearing a family? How many young people in 

your community find it economically impos- 
sible to marry and rear a family? What effects 
will the diminishing birthrate among well- 
educated people have on American society? 
Consider this goal in relation to point four of 
the Children’s Charter advocating maternal 
and infant care. 

[2] Physical security—everyone 
has a right to protection from acci- 
dent and disease. 

What proportion of the people in your com- 
munity live in unsanitary or crowded quarters? 
Do you think that better housing for the poor 
should be provided at public expense just as 
education is? How can your community pro- 
vide medical care for people with low incomes? 
What is the chief cause of fatal automobile acci- 
dents in your community ? 

[3] Participation in an evolving 
culture—everyone has a right to 
share the skills, standards, values, 
and knowledge of the race. 

Has your community’s education budget been 

reduced in the last four years? If so, how 
has the reduction affected teachers and the 
school system in general? Do a large per¢ent- 
age of the boys and girls of your community 

remain in school until they graduate from high 
school? What educational activities are pro- 
vided for unemployed young people? for 
adults? Are public education and the fine arts 
considered a regular responsibility of the board 
of education? 

[4] An active, flexible personal- 
ity—everyone has a right to condi- 
tions which foster the development 
of initiative, ability to weigh facts, 
resist prejudice, and act coopera- 
tively. 

Do the employers of your community invite 
their employees to share in the solution of 
mutual problems? Does your community sup- 
port parks, playfields, and other recreation cen- 
ters to offset the strain of sedentary and ma- 
chine work? Is there a citizens’ council in your 
community ? Does your school sponsor public 
forums for the discussion of social-economic 
problems ? 

[5] Suitable occupation—every- 
one has a right to whatever joy the 
most fitting work can bring. 

What are the opportunities for employment of 
young people in your community? How can 
your school enlist the support of citizens in a 
better distribution of work now available? in 

expanding established types of work? in creat- 
ing new types of work? What percent of the 
last five graduating classes of your high school 
are now unemployed? 

[6] Economic security—everyone 
has a right to a minimum income 
that will provide a reasonable stand- 
ard of living. 
How many people in your community are de- 

pendent on public relief? Is the amount of un- 
employment greater or less than in neighboring 
communities of similar size? Investigate work- 
ing conditions in your community. Have hours 
of labor been shortened? Has child labor been 
abolished? Account for the fact that there is 
greater interest now than formerly in old-age 
pensions and other forms of social insurance. 

[7] Mental security — everyone 
has a right to trustworthy informa- 
tion from unprejudiced, unbiased 
sources. 

What advertisements of foods, medicines, or 
cosmetics over your radio or in newspapers, 
impress you as probably false? Where can the 
citizens of your community get information 

about the merchandise they buy? Does the 
public taste in your community demand that 
good films be shown in the local theaters? Are 
the citizens willing to vote necessary funds to 
maintain a good library? Is the circulation of 
low-grade books and magazines contrary to 
public sentiment? 

[8] Equality of opportunity — 
everyone has a right to the fullest 
possible development. 

How is the wealth in your community dis- 
tributed? Is there extreme poverty on the one 
hand and extreme riches on the other? Are 
political offices in your community awarded 
for merit rather than thru influence or bribery? 
Does your state provide equal educational op- 

portunities for every child or are some schools 

poorly equipped and housed? 

[9] Freedom — everyone has a 
right to the widest sphere of free- 
dom compatible with the equal free- 
dom of others. 
How should training for citizenship be different 
in a democracy from what it is under a dic- 
tatorship? Are you taking any studies which 
help you to understand what your local govern- 
ment is doing? What are you and your school 
doing to promote better informed citizenship? 

Has there been an increase or decrease in crime 
in your community during the last twenty 
years? 

[10] Fair play—everyone has a 
right to expect others to act in con- 
formity with the highest good of all. 

How do rates for utilities, such as water, gas, 
and electricity in your community compare 
with rates in other cities of similar size? Are 
local manufacturers allowed to sell adulterated 
foods? Are employers in your community will- 

ing to arbitrate with their employees? 
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